
Just the Facts: Single Use Plastics 

                   of plastic
that has ever been
made still sits in
landfills or the
natural environment.

plastic bottles are
purchased every
minute worldwide.

US tons of plastic
foam is produced in
the world each year.

79%

1 million

     26 million Recycling rates are

 around                     in

Europe, 25% in China
and only 9% in the U.S. 

30%

Metric Tons of plastic
has been produced
since its introduction
in the 1950's.

8.3 billion

     67 pounds 

Each student using a
disposable lunch
produces roughly

           

of waste during a nine-
month school year

packaging production
constituted the

highest-demanded use
for plastic, with

 

 metric tons used
146 million

       Check out more
information about
plastics.

             www.earthday.org 

https://www.earthday.org/fact-sheet-single-use-plastics/?_gl=1*1wi023e*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTMzMDgxNTU1Mi4xNzU4NzQxMTAz*_ga_06X3TZD9X9*czE3NTg3NDExMDIkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTg3NDExMDIkajYwJGwwJGgw*_ga_QENXCBT7TN*czE3NTg3NDExMDIkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTg3NDExMDIkajYwJGwwJGgw

